ESCAPE  OF MAX  MEYER.                   %6l

A vast number of intrigues were now set on foot,
whose purpose was to alienate or conciliate, as the
case might be, the various Catholic and Protestant
kings and princes; thus giving to the entire quarrel
a party character. Liibeck counted on the assist-
ance of Henry of England, and offered the king in
return for substantial subsidies the entire kingdom of
Denmark as his booty.

Meanwhile Max Meyer was fretting at his enforced
imprisonment and absence from the scene of action.
In March, by means of a subtle, but not specially
honest, subterfuge, he managed to escape from the
castle that held him, and thanks to his fertility of
resource, and to his popularity, he soon found himself
surrounded by quite a little army, and resolved to
carry on the war in his own manner, and according
to his own ideas. It is said that he offered the
throne of Denmark to Francis I. of France, an offer
which that monarch refused. Nor did he forget his
old friend, bluff King Hal of England, who, in his
turn, seems not to have forgotten him. Though
Henry nominally rejected the proposals made to him
by Max Meyer, it is certain he continued to give him
substantial and moral support, so that, owing to
English help, Max Meyer was able to hold out in the
seaboard castle of Vardberg, in which he had en-
sconced himself, until his tragic end. The gateway
over its lintel, bore, till the time of its destruction,
the arms of the Tudor, a delicate compliment from
Max Meyer to Henry, implying that the castle was
in very truth the king's.

The first great encounter of the armies took place